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not only in my district but across our 
Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues 
will join me today in honoring Catholic 
schools and all they contribute to our 
Nation. 

f 

BIDDING FAREWELL TO TWO MEM-
BERS OF THE LAS VEGAS 
MIGHTY FIVE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nevada (Mr. HECK) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HECK of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I 
come to the floor today to bid a solemn 
and respectful farewell to Mr. Romeo 
Barreras and Mr. Silverio Cuaresma. 
Messrs. Barreras and Cuaresma were 
residents of southern Nevada and mem-
bers of the Las Vegas Mighty Five, a 
group of Filipino American World War 
II veterans denied benefits and recogni-
tion for their service to the United 
States. 

Romeo Barreras volunteered for the 
Philippine Army at age 17 and served 
with the infantry as a Guerrilla fight-
er. He earned a Purple Heart for 
wounds sustained in action and re-
ceived an honorable discharge for his 
service to both the Republic of the 
Philippines and the United States. 
Romeo passed away last month at the 
age of 85. 

Silverio Cuaresma was a guerrilla in-
telligence officer who served under 
Army Colonel Edwin Ramsey in the 
26th calvary. It was this unit that 
made the last horse charge in cavalry 
history on January 16, 1942. After his 
discharge, Silverio took up the cause of 
his fellow denied veterans and fought 
for their compensation ever since. That 
fight ended two weeks ago in Las 
Vegas. Silverio Cuaresma was 100 years 
old. 

They, along with their countrymen, 
fought and in many instances died 
under the command of American troops 
in the Pacific theater of World War II. 
After helping the Allies win the war in 
the Pacific, many of these veterans 
began seeking the benefits promised to 
them by President Franklin Roosevelt. 
But on February 18, 1946, President 
Harry S. Truman signed the Rescission 
Act of 1946 into law, which denied over 
200,000 Filipino World War II veterans 
the benefits promised to them just five 
years earlier by President Roosevelt. 

Congress finally acknowledged the 
dedicated service of many of these de-
nied veterans when it established the 
Filipino Veterans Equity Compensa-
tion Fund in 2009. But many of these 
veterans, as many as 24,000, still have 
not received compensation due to bu-
reaucratic hurdles and paperwork shuf-
fles over the types of records they hold 
verifying their service. 

The Mighty Five is now reduced to 
two with the passing of Romeo and 
Silverio. We lost Augusto Oppus last 
year as well. I fear many more will 
pass without ever obtaining the rec-
ognition they deserve if this body does 
not act to remove the barriers pre-

venting these veterans from receiving 
the benefits they have earned. 

Yesterday, I introduced legislation to 
ensure that the remainder of the 
Mighty Five and denied Filipino vet-
erans everywhere finally receive the 
benefits promised to them so many 
years ago. 

My bill, Mr. Speaker, is very simple. 
It directs the Department of the Army 
to certify the service of any Filipino 
World War II veteran whose name ap-
pears on the Approved Revised Recon-
structed Guerrilla Roster or has cer-
tified documentation from the U.S. 
Army or Philippine Government at-
testing to their service. 

Simply put, these men fought so that 
the Allies could defeat the Japanese in 
the Pacific. If they can show they 
fought, let’s fulfill our promise to them 
so they can live out their years know-
ing that the United States has offi-
cially recognized their service. 

I have met with the Mighty Five 
many times in Las Vegas. All they 
want is to be recognized. It’s not about 
the money to them. They want to know 
that their service was appreciated, that 
their sacrifices did not go unnoticed. 

As I attended Lieutenant Cuaresma’s 
funeral last week, no flag draped his 
casket, no honor guard was present, 
and there was no playing of ‘‘Taps.’’ 
There was no official recognition of his 
dedicated military service. And that, 
Mr. Speaker, was wrong. 

I would like to thank my friends and 
brother veterans, Romeo and Silverio, 
for their service to our country. Their 
passion and dedication to this cause 
will be missed. Mr. Speaker, I urge my 
colleagues to join me in fighting to en-
sure these honorable World War II vet-
erans are appropriately recognized. 

f 

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WILSON) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
‘‘gender-based violence’’—a phrase the 
world has coined to speak internation-
ally about violence, abuse, rape, as-
sault, and disrespect of women. Women 
like our mothers, grandmothers, sis-
ters, aunts, nieces, friends, and most 
especially our children. 

Gender-based violence permeates the 
world, generally in far away countries, 
far from the civilized democratic world 
that we communicate with and be-
friend. 

To the women of this Congress and 
the women of the world, take a mo-
ment to imagine trying to survive 
without a response from the police, 
without the ability to press charges 
and being able to actually see your as-
sailant day after day if you are a vic-
tim of gender-based violence. Con-
template life without access to medical 
care to address your physical, mental, 
and emotional trauma. Imagine having 
nowhere to hide. 

This scenario sounds like 100 years 
ago in a world far from our country, 

but in reality it is just a two-hour 
flight away from my congressional dis-
trict of Miami, Florida. It actually de-
scribes gender-based violence in Haiti. 
But through smart policy and the 
strength and courage of Haitian 
women, it’s a reality that’s within our 
power to change. 

b 1030 
The 2010 earthquake in Haiti brought 

a striking increase in incidents of gen-
der-based violence. Nearly half of the 
victims are girls under 18, and many 
cases involve the use of weapons, gang 
rape, and death threats for seeking 
help from authorities. These threats, 
coupled with the lack of police pres-
ence and equipment, hurts the integ-
rity of Haiti’s legal system and denies 
women and girls their basic dignity. 

The National Penitentiary was de-
stroyed in the earthquake, freeing 
countless violent prisoners who now 
roam the streets. Through the deter-
mination and grace of the Haitian peo-
ple and smart assistance from the 
Obama administration and inter-
national NGOs, some change is coming 
to Haiti. Most of the rubble has been 
removed, more than a million Haitians 
have moved out of tent camps, jobs 
have been created, schools have been 
built, yet core challenges, including 
gender-based violence, remain severe. 

Today, I am introducing a resolution 
calling attention to the plight of Hai-
tian women and children and calling 
for action on their behalf. With its 
Strategy to Prevent Gender-Based Vio-
lence, the Obama administration is on 
the right track. Congress and the ad-
ministration must ensure robust fund-
ing for these initiatives, including the 
U.S. Agency of International Develop-
ment’s Gender Equality and Female 
Empowerment Policy, to meet the con-
tinuing need. 

For me, this issue is personal. I have 
seen the tent cities firsthand. I have 
spoken to the women. I have counseled 
the victims and witnessed the scars of 
indignation and pain. I feel the anguish 
in my bones, but I also feel the hope. 

Let’s work together to ensure that no 
woman in Haiti, no woman in this 
hemisphere or in this world, has to 
bear the indignity of sexual violence. 

f 

SECOND AMENDMENT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the Con-
stitution of the United States of Amer-
ica was written to put in statute the 
limits of government’s authority over 
citizens. It does not bestow rights or 
permit freedoms upon American peo-
ple; rather, it delimits what govern-
ment of the people, by the people, and 
for the people can and cannot do. 

Since well before our country’s 
founding, Americans have exercised 
the right to keep and bear arms, a 
right formally protected by the ratifi-
cation of the Second Amendment in 
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